Let M be an infinite set with cardinal X, S(X, Y) = \cr: a is a permutation on M such that | spt a\ < Y], where spt <r= \mE M : <j(m) 7im\. If X is a cardinal, denote its successor by X*. Onofri [2 ] proved that S(d, d*) has no proper subgroups of finite index and S(d, d) has precisely one, the alternating group A(d). These results have been extended by Higman [l] and Scott [3] . Higman has shown that S(X, d) has only one proper subgroup of index less than X, the alternating group A(X), and A(X) has no proper subgroups of index less than X. If Z is a cardinal such that ZZ<X, Scott proved that S(X, Y) lor Y>d has no subgroups of index less than or equal Z.
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In this paper, the following generalization of these results is proven. 
